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Abstract: Hedges are considered one of the strategies for expressing the stance
and attitude of authors and are also significant as a means of representing gender-
based linguistic differences in the field of sociolinguistics. This research
examines the influence of "gender” on the usage of "hedges" in 12 Persian novels,
from a sociolinguistic perspective. A total of 12 Persian novels were chosen
randomly (6 from the period before 1979 and 6 from after, with each time frame
including works from three female and three male authors). The theoretical basis
of the study is derived from the hedge classifications proposed by Hyland (1996)
and Varttala (2001). This study is descriptive-analytical, utilizing both qualitative
and quantitative methodologies. Initially, various hedges employed in character
dialogues were identified and quantified. The hedges were then sorted into six
main categories: judgmental verbs, evidential verbs, modal verbs, nouns,
adjectives, and adverbs. The Chi-square test was applied to analyze the gender
influence on hedge usage. The analysis and frequency comparisons revealed that
more than half of the hedges were used by female authors, with adverbs being the
most common type across both author groups. The Chi-square test also indicated
a significant difference in the usage of judgmental verbs to express doubt, with
male characters using them more frequently than female characters. The results
of this research can be used to explain the relationship between language, genre,
and the social categories concerning authors’ gender and identity. These results
can also be instrumental in expanding studies on discourse analysis, genre

analysis, and interdisciplinary studies of language and gender.
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(i) I believe that the major organizational principle of
thylakoids is that of...

() 1 suggest here that the photosynthetic apparatus in higher
plants not only ...

(K) My analogy is with a conveyor belt.
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(1) We do not know whether the increase in intensity of illumination
from 250 to ...

(m) One cannot exclude a possibility that the activity of EF-2 Kinase in
wheat germ ...

. lexical hedges

. modal verbs

. epistemic lexical verbs
. judgmental verbs

. evidential verbs

. epistemic adjectives

. epistemic adverbs

. strategic hedges
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. modal auxiliaries

. full verbs

. nonfactive reporting verbs

. performative verbs

. tentative cognition verbs

. tentative linking verbs

. probability adverbs

. adverbs of indefinite frequency
9.

adverbs of indefinite degree

10. approximate adverbs
11. probability adjectives
12. adjectives of indefinite frequency
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(n) In interpreting these results, it must be kept in mind that our sample
was not representative of all US firms. [...] Whether these results would
generalize to a broader population is not known.

(o) Broader definitions (including UP diagnoses) are useful because
they allow for more ill persons to be included in the linkage analysis,
yielding increased power to detect linkage if the affection status model
is correct.
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(p) An increase in the minimum wage could lead to an increase in full-
time employment relative to part-time employment for at least two
reasons.
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. adjectives of indefinite degree
. approximate adjectives

. nonfactive assertive nouns

. tentative cognition nouns

. nouns of tentative likehood

. clausal elements
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