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Abstract In Persian tradition of literary studies, rhetoric encompasses the three

branches of Ma'ani (the science of meanings), Bayan (the theory of figurative
expression), and Badi' (the study of rhetorical figures). Although the study of
Rhetorical Figures (Badi’) is nowadays considered a separate branch of
knowledge and one of the tools of the textual literariness, rhetoric scholars have
recognized it as subordinate to Rhetorical Semantics (Ma’ani) and Rhetorical
Expression (Bayan), not an independent field. This lack of independence is
associated with concepts such as subordination and ornamentation, which can be
understood from the Rhetorical Figures (Badi’) definition. The purpose of this
article is to examine the causes and factors behind the formation of this view using
a historical-linguistic approach and documentary method. The development of
rhetorical sciences in Islamic civilization shows that these fields were considered
and created in order to explain the miracle of the Holy Quran. The difference
between the nature of the language of revelation and the language of poetry, in
terms of their nature and characteristics has played an important role in the
formation of this view. In this article, using Jakobson's communication theory and
formalist perspectives, this difference and its role is discussed, and the
relationship between linguistic roles and the functions of Rhetorical Figures

(Badi’) is analyzed based on Aristotle's four reasons.
Keywords: Badi’, definition of poetry, the formation of rhetorical sciences sJakobson’s
communication theory.
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1. Introduction and Objectives

In the rhetorical tradition, Badi * (a branch of rhetoric) is a subsidiary
component of rhetoric, falling under the categories of Ma ‘ani and
Bayan; today, however, it is sometimes regarded merely as stylistic
embellishment or amusement. Russian Formalists, by emphasizing
form and technique, have endowed the tools of aesthetic creation
with a different kind of value and significance. Accordingly, the
question arises as to the origin of this perspective within traditional
studies and how other functions for rhetorical devices might be
envisioned. Research findings indicate that changes in the referents
of poetry and the various roles language assumes.

Literature Review

“An Examination of the Function of Badi' in Light of Linguistic
Pragmatics” (Rahmani, 1400) — Doctoral dissertation by Hassan
Rahmani, supervised by Dr. Ghasem Mokhtari and Dr. Mohammad
Jarfi, and the related article, “The Concept of Will and Its Place and
Function in Rhetorical Processes, Based on Intentionality in
Linguistic Pragmatics” (Rahmani et al., 2020). Although the poetic
function has been addressed with reference to Jakobson’s
communication theory, its results and approach differ from those of
the present study.

2. Materials and Methods

Answering the research questions requires a historical perspective
on the evolution of rhetorical sciences, addressed in this article
through documentary research. Drawing on the perspectives of
Russian Formalists and Jakobson’s communication theory, the
author elucidates the various functions of Figures of Speech in
language and literature and, based on Aristotle’s four causes,
analyzes their relationship with the functions of language.

3. Findings and Discussion

Following the advent of Islam, rhetoric flourished due to factors
such as the turn of some Iranians to composing Arabic poetry. The
extensive use of rhetorical devices paved the way for the
compilation of al-Badi‘ (274 AH). Ibn al-Mu‘tazz compiled al-
Badi' ‘to defend classical Arabic literature and refute the
Shu‘ubiyya movement (Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, 1945: 16-18); however,
elucidating the miraculous nature of the Holy Quran was a primary
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factor in the development of rhetorical studies. Jurjani (d. 471 AH)
was the first to analyze Quran’s miraculous nature through
linguistic composition. By eloquence, he meant the nazm
(composition/ordering) of speech; for him, nazm signifies the
linking of words and their mutual interaction (al-Jurjani, 1366: 44).
In Dala’il al-Ijaz, he laid the foundations of Ma ‘ani
(semantics/rhetorical meaning), while in Asrar al-Balaghah, he
sought to elucidate the subtleties of figurative language. After him,
al-Zamakhshari (d. 538 AH) meticulously studied Jurjani’s works
and further developed his ideas. Zamakhshari was the first to
distinguish between Ma ‘ani and Bayan, categorizing Badi ‘under
these two fields rather than as an independent discipline (Dayf, 1383:
293-298). These studies so captivated rhetorical scholars that they
found little scope for new insights, limiting themselves to teaching
and summarizing earlier writings (ibid., 1383: 366).

Understanding the formation of rhetorical sciences, alongside an
examination of Aristotle’s four causes, can shed greater light on the
nature of Figures of Speech by helping define various forms of
poetry and speech and the functions of language. In his
“communication theory,” Jakobson introduces six functions of
language: emotive, poetic, conative, referential, phatic, and
metalingual (Jakobson, 1380: 96). He argues that it is difficult to
find a verbal message expressed solely within one of these roles;
rather, every message occupies a position within the hierarchy of
these roles (ibid.: 92).

4.1. Material Cause

Following Aristotle, Islamic philosophers regarded mimesis
(imitation) as the substance of poetry and literature, and imagination
as its foundation (Khwaja Nasir Tusi, 1363: 1). However, literary
scholars defined poetry as deliberate, semantically structured,
metrical, repetitive, uniform, and rhymed speech (Shams-e Qays,
1370: 188), with meter and rhyme distinguishing it from prose.
Accordingly, one foundation of classical poetry—apart from
mystical ghazals—is meaningfulness. Thus, the poetic function of
language serves to convey meaning or a singular message; distinct
from mystical or romantic ghazals, it is essentially a versified
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expression of a belief, differing from oratory mainly in its verse
form.

4.2. Efficient cause

Plato believes that the origin or efficient cause of poetry is ecstasy
and inspiration (Shamisa, 1393: 64). For instance, in mystical
ghazals—particularly those of Rumi—the element of meaning is
destabilized under the influence of the poet’s spiritual experiences
and intense emotions, for it is the product of intuition and revelation
and possesses a metaphysical essence (Pournamdarian, 1388: 168—
169). In this case, poetry takes precedence over meaning, and the
function of language is no longer to convey a pre-conceived
meaning to the audience. The addressee is the poet himself, and in
accordance with Jakobson’s theory, the emphasis is on the sender.
Unawareness during composition is also present in modern poetry;
however, another type, according to Nizami Aruzi, stems from
innate soundness, a lofty mind, a healthy temperament, and keen
insight (Nizami Aruzi, 1364: 30). This type of poetry is built upon
three pillars—Iiterary language, form, and meaningfulness—and is
composed consciously.

4.3. Formal Cause

The formal cause addresses the form of phenomena. In classical
poetry, the equality of the hemistichs and the placement of rhyme
determine the poetic form, whereas these constraints do not exist in
New Poetry. Although Nima Yushij did not subscribe to the
traditional concept of Badi', “New Poetry” incorporates techniques
that arise naturally in the mind—based on repetition, association,
and external musicality. Repetition, in addition to its implicit
connotations, contributes to textual cohesion and plays a significant
role in these poems (see: Pournamdarian & Tehrani Sabet, 1390:
31-35).

4.4. Final Cause

The reason for the existence of a phenomenon or action is its final
cause—which is, in fact, the role that language has assumed. In
classical poetry, the referential, emotive, and conative functions
prevail over the poetic function; consequently, the role ascribed to
Badi' is decorative and secondary. However, even in this type of
poetry, Badi' can serve argumentative, persuasive, and cohesive
functions and convey implicit meanings. The role of creating beauty
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is more pronounced in She'r-e Now (Modern Poetry) and She'r-e
Sepid (Blank Verse). Poetry becomes a medium that liberates the
poet from the self and connects them to the hidden layers of their
psyche. Here, the role of language is no longer to convey a meaning
intended for the audience. The addressee is the poet himself, and in
accordance with Jakobson’s theory, the emphasis is on the sender.
4. Conclusion

The discipline of Ma‘ani (semantics/rhetorical meaning)
specifically stems from the study of the causes behind the
miraculous nature of the Holy Quran; it is a branch of literary
science that permeates both literary language and everyday speech.
Badi* and Bayan, however, are established literary disciplines
recognized before Ma ‘ani. This fact draws attention to the point that
the function of Figures of Speech depends on the roles of language.
Shifts in the referents of poetry and the various roles language
assumes, viewed through Jakobson’s communication theory, can
change the functioning of Figures of Speech. Among Aristotle’s
four causes, Jakobson’s communication theory addresses only the
final cause. However, other factors also influence the function of
Badi' (rhetorical figures). The material cause of speech—whether it
draws on shared experiences or is entirely personal (such as the
experiences of mystics), whether it is intelligible or not, and whether
it is articulated consciously or unconsciously (the efficient cause),
among other factors—plays a role in how Figures of Speech
function. This can be seen in various forms of discourse, from divine
revelation to modern poetry. Perhaps this is precisely what
Zamakhshari and earlier scholars meant when they classified
Badi* (rhetorical figures) under Balaghah (eloquence), alongside
Ma‘ani  (semantics/rhetorical meaning) and Bayan (rhetorical
expression).
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