THE JOURNAL OF Linguistic and Rhetorical studies
Volum 13, Consecutive Number 30, Winter 2023
Issn:2717-090x

Foregrounding in the Biographical Stories of the
Indian Subcontinent’'s Mughal Empire

Arezoo Naghizadeh*1-Esmat Esmaeili2
1: Corresponding Author: PhD Student of Semnan University
(naghizade.a@semnan.ac.ir)
2: Associate Professor of Semnan University

Attention to literary history and biography through writing Tazkira
(biographies), especially during the Mughal Empire's reign in India, has
been more prominent than ever. Biographers employed various means to
enhance their books' literary status and demonstrate their power in
creating a literary work. One of these means is the use of stories and
narratives about outstanding characters. In order to better understand these
narratives and measure literariness of their language, it is required to use
such means as the study of linguistic foregrounding. According to Russian
formalists, standard language defamiliarization leads to the creation of a
literary text, and the means of defamiliarization is the linguistic
foregrounding in two ways; extra regularity and deviations. Undoubtedly,
the stories in biographies have been a proper platform for establishing the
biographers' position as a writer aware of linguistic subtleties. This article
seeks to display such literariness in the biographies.
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