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Abstract _ . : : . ; = -
This paper examines some terms of Persian origin attested in Abti Nuwas’s

Farisiyyat (also known as: Perso-Arabic macaronic odes). Such odes are distinguished by
the notable frequency of Persian loanwords and phrases within them. The study of Persian
words and phrases of Farisiyyat is of great importance in fields such as Persian historical
linguistics and the history of Persian literature, as many of the Farisiyyats date back to the
early Islamic period (ca. 8-10™ CE), i.e. when the Classical Persian literary tradition of
Khurasan was not yet established, or at best, was still in its preliminary stages; note that
from the Islamic conquests of Persia (ca. 7" CE) up to the 9™ CE, New Persian is only
evidenced by fragmentary attestations, mainly as Persian words and phrases occurring in
macaronic poetry, or quotations in Persian cited in Arabic prose literature, or fragmentary
Persian documents in non-Arabic scripts such as Hebrew. Among the poets who composed
Perso-Arabic macaronics the best known is Aba Nuwas, the celebrated poet of the Abbasid
period in Arabic literature. His macaronics can provide us with valuable data about the
status of the Persian langauge in the early Isimaic period, and, moreover, about the literary
origins of the later Persian court literary tradition. The Persian terms from AbG Nuwas's
macaronics examined in this paper can provide useful data on the status of the Persian
language in the early Islamic period, as well as on its development from the Middle to the
New Persian stage. The terms under discussion are as follows: kuh/buh 'bogeyman';
farabud/farebud ‘intemperate’; nibardag ‘experienced, warlike'; usturga 'brazen’; and
zirakk 'brisk, quick'.
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1. Introduction

The term Farisiyyat refers to passages in Arabic poetry and prose where the
conscious use of Persian or Persian-origin lexical elements creates stylistic
foregrounding. Many such texts date back to the early Islamic centuries (8th—10th
CE), a period when New Persian had not yet established a written literary
tradition. Among poets of Perso-Arabic macaronic poetry, Aba Nuwas (d. ca. 810
CE) is the most famous. His Farisiyyat are particularly valuable for Persian
historical linguistics because they predate the 4th/10th century (the date of the
three canonical recensions of his Diwan) and may even belong to the 2nd/8th
century.

This paper examines some Persian-origin words in AblG Nuwas's Farisiyyat:
kuh/buh 'bogeyman’; farébid 'intemperate, excessive'; nibardag ‘experienced,
warlike'; usturga 'brazen, impudent’; and zirakk 'brisk, quick'. Using a historical-
philological and etymological approach, this study analyzes these words in light
of Middle Persian and Early New Persian evidence, discusses their phonological
and morphological developments, and highlights their importance for
understanding the transition from Middle to New Persian.

2. Literature Review

The use of Persian elements in Arabic poetry has been noted since early Islamic
times. Hamza al-Isfahani (one of the recensors of Abti Nuwas's Diwan) and al-
Jahiz both commented on this phenomenon. Modern scholarship includes works
by Bahar (1938), Minovi (1954), Wagner (1965), Sadeghi (1978), Shakib (1982),
Mahdavi Damghani (2013), Azarnush (2004), Schoeler (2014), Harb (2019),
Imanian (2022), Farzaneh (2025), and Tabibzadeh (2025a, 2025b). However, the
words studied here have either been overlooked or misread in previous research.
For instance, kuh/buh and zirakk have not been discussed at all; farabud was
misread as garabud and wrongly glossed as ‘overseer'; nibardag was misread as
bibardaj and interpreted as 'in captivity'; and usturga was correctly identified but
requires further contextualization.

3. Methodology

This study adopts an etymological and historical-philological approach. It re-
examines the three 4th/10th-century recensions of Ab@i Nuwas's Diwan (by Suli,
Hamza al-Isfahani, and al-TabarT) using critical editions and manuscript evidence
(e.g., Fatih MS 3775, Fatih MS 3774, and Huseyin Celebi MS 851). Persian
evidence was drawn from Middle Persian texts (e.g., Dénkard V1), Early New
Persian poetry (Firdawst, Farrukhi, Sana't, Nasir Khusraw), and classical Persian-
Arabic lexicons (e.g., al-Bulghah, al-Sami fi al-Asami). All citations follow the
7th edition APA style.

4. Results and Discussion

4.1. kuh/buh (‘bogeyman’)

In a satire against Ja'far al-Barmaki, Abt Nuwas writes: afza'u min ja'farin / kuhbt
bant barmaki ("l fear Ja'far, the bogeyman of the Barmakids"). The oldest
manuscript (Fatih MS 1250, 5th/11th c.) reads kuhh, while other manuscripts read
buhh. Both forms appear in early Persian sources meaning 'a frightening creature
used to scare children'. The earliest New Persian attestations (Farrukht, 5th/11th
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c.; al-Balghah, 5th/11th c.; Sana'i, 6th/12th c.) are later than Abt Nuwas's verse,
making his poem the oldest evidence for this word.
4.2. farabud/farebud (‘intemperate, excessive")
In a love poem: wa day'ata targhabu kifiyyatun / 'an wasli basriyyin farebud
("Woe is me! A Kufan woman refuses to unite with a Basran lover who is
excessive [in love]"). Hamza al-Isfahani glosses it as Arabic al-musrif
('intemperate’). This corresponds to Middle Persian fi-¢-bidih/freh-bidih 'excess'.
The word shows a derivational process (back-formation from the abstract noun to
an adjective) and preserves the vowel *e* as alif in Arabic script. No later New
Persian attestation is known, making Abai Nuwas's verse a unique witness.
4.3. nibardag (‘experienced, warlike")
In a hunting poem: bi-darbatin min ta'irin nibardaji / Sahin min al-tayri 'atiqi -
makhraji ("[He struck] with a blow from an experienced bird, a noble falcon of
pure origin™). Earlier readings such as bibardaj ('in captivity' or 'in veil') are
rejected. Manuscript evidence (Hiseyin Celebi MS 851) confirms nibardaj, the
Arabicized form of Middle Persian nibardag (‘experienced, warlike'), which
survives in New Persian nibarda (‘tested, veteran’). This is the oldest attestation
of this word in any textual tradition.
4.4, usturga (‘brazen, impudent®)
In a poem describing a cunning female broker: khallabatu usturjatu muhtalah ("a
deceitful, brazen, and cunning woman"). Hamza al-Isfahani glosses it as safiq al-
wajh (‘thick-faced, impudent’). It is the Arabicized form of usturg, a prothetic
variant of sturg (> New Persian sotorg 'sturdy, bold, impudent’). This meaning is
confirmed by Early New Persian poetry (Firdawsi, Nasir Khusraw).
4.5. zirakk (‘quick, brisk")
In a poem describing a brisk merlin: gad aqtadi bi-yu'yu'in zirakki ("1 often
wander early with a brisk merlin™). The word derives from the Persian word zirak
'brisk, quick', commonly attested in medieval Persian texts from the 11th CE
onwards as an adjective for a merlin.
5. Conclusion:
This paper has examined some Persian-origin words in Abl Nuwas's Farisiyyat
from an etymological and manuscript-based perspective. The findings show that:
1. Abu Nuwas's verses (or those of his recensions) provide the earliest
attestations for several Persian words, predating New Persian literary sources by
one or two centuries.
2. One word (farebud) reflects a grammatical innovation (adjectivization)
compared to its Middle Persian antecedent.
3. Careful re-examination of manuscript readings and Arabic glosses is essential
for correcting long-standing errors in previous scholarship.
These results underscore the importance of early Farisiyyat as a crucial source for
Persian historical linguistics, particularly for understanding the poorly documented
transition from Middle to New Persian.
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