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Abstract Critical stylistics is a branch of linguistic studies that examines the relationship

between language, power, and ideology. Among the notable literary genres in this field is
Monsha'at, i.e., epistolary prose. Letter writing was considered a civil service profession
in the political and governmental systems of Iran from ancient and medieval times to the
present day. Among the prominent Monsha'at writers of the Qajar era is Qa'em-Magam
Farahani, who served in civil and state affairs during the reign of Fath-Ali Shah and his
crown prince, Abbas Mirza. His Monsha'at, which is divided into three sections—
Sultaniyat, Divaniyat, and Ikhwaniyat—was written to various political and governmental
figures in the world and the Qajar dynasty, as well as the author's personal relatives. The
letters that the Shah and Crown Prince of Iran sent to the Russian Emperor to appease and
apologize after the murder of Griboyedov were written by his pen and helped prevent
another war. Fath-Ali Shah's letter was analyzed using qualitative and quantitative
methods, and statistics were presented. It contains important political and ideological
content in sub-layers such as codes, deictic markers, emotional charge, speech acts and
principles of politeness, and syntax—that is, the type of sentences and verb forms—which,
in addition to the author's artistic and eloquent pen in convincing the audience, indicate the
political relations prevailing in the courts of the two countries; through their analysis, one
can understand the power and political discourse dominant in the text.
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1. Introduction
Stylistics systematically investigates the linguistic, rhetorical, and
thematic structures of written and spoken texts in order to reveal
their functional and aesthetic properties. Within this field, critical
stylistics, as an advanced analytical approach, examines stylistic
choices from a critical perspective in order to uncover
manifestations of power, ideology, and underlying sociopolitical
agendas embedded in textual structures (Fotouhi, 2011, p. 186).
Among historical textual genres, monsha'at, that is, official and
epistolary prose, constitutes one of the principal repositories of
diplomatic ideology and political authority. In Persian
historiography, diplomatic letters and epistolary treatises have
consistently served to transmit historical, cultural, and political
developments across generations (Dorpar, 2011, p. 24). During the
Qajar era, distinguished secretaries and statesmen such as Mirza
Abolgasem Qa'em-Magam Farahani produced diplomatic
correspondence characterized by rhetorical sophistication and
stylistic precision, reflecting the bureaucratic hierarchy, power
relations, and geopolitical anxieties of their time.
The main problem addressed in this study concerns the ways in which
ideological structures, imperial asymmetry, and diplomatic
appeasement are encoded in official administrative prose following a
major international crisis. More specifically, this research examines
the diplomatic letter composed by Qa'em-Magam Farahani on behalf
of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar and addressed to Tsar Nicholas | of Russia.
The letter was sent following the assassination of Alexander
Griboyedov in Tehran in 1829, as part of the Iranian diplomatic
response associated with Prince Khosrow Mirza's mission, with the
aims of conveying a formal apology, reducing the possibility of
renewed Russo-Iranian hostilities, and addressing the arrival of Prince
Dolgorukov as the new Russian envoy. The findings indicate that,
through deliberate lexical choices, pragmatic speech acts, and
syntactic modality, the letter sought to reconcile monarchical dignity
with geopolitical appeasement and thereby contribute to the
mitigation of imperial hostility.
2. Literature Review
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The theoretical foundations of critical stylistics and functional
discourse analysis have been extensively elaborated in contemporary
scholarship. Jeffries (2010) established the principal framework of
critical stylistics and demonstrated how textual microstructures can
encode ideological positions and particular representations of the
world. Her approach combines the analytical strengths of stylistics
and critical discourse analysis and provides a set of linguistic tools for
examining how textual choices construct ideological meanings and
relations of power. In applying stylistic analysis to classical Persian
epistolary literature, Dorpar (2011, p. 32) analyzed Ghazali's letters
and demonstrated how textual structures interact with medieval
sociopolitical authority.

In the field of Qajar epistolary studies, Vahdanifar and Yousefian
(2023) examined the syntactic layer of Letter 45 from the Monsha'at
of Qa'em-Magam Farahani on the basis of layered stylistics and
demonstrated that sentence organization and the use of active and
passive constructions are directly related to distinctions of power
between correspondents. In addition, Aishani et al. (2021) examined
politeness principles in Qa'em-Magam's familial letters and clarified
the pragmatic dimensions of interpersonal communication in his
prose. More recently, Jamali Helabad (2024), in a critical stylistic
study of the autobiographical and epistolary writings of Farhad Mirza
Mo'tamed al-Dowleh, demonstrated that lexical, rhetorical, and
syntactic choices are closely aligned with the social status of the
addressee. The present study extends this line of inquiry by applying
critical stylistics to the representation of international crisis
management and diplomatic negotiation between two sovereign
courts.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a combined quantitative and qualitative textual
approach grounded in layered critical stylistics and historical-
documentary analysis. The research corpus consists of the diplomatic
letter preserved in the Monsha'at of Qa'em-Magam Farahani, written
on behalf of Fath-Ali Shah and addressed to Tsar Nicholas | following
the arrival of Dolgorukov.

The analytical procedure proceeds through five interrelated layers. At
the lexical level, the study examines the frequency and distribution of
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political, sociocultural, and religious semiotic codes, as well as deictic
markers referring to person, time, and place, together with the
affective polarity of vocabulary in terms of positive and negative
semantic loading. At the pragmatic level, speech acts are classified
into assertive, commissive, expressive, and directive categories
according to Searle's framework, while positive and negative
politeness strategies are assessed on the basis of Brown and
Levinson's model. At the syntactic level, the study measures the
distribution of active and passive constructions, sentence complexity,
and grammatical mood, particularly the indicative and subjunctive. At
the rhetorical level, figures of speech, parallelism, and metaphorical
constructions employed for persuasive purposes are identified and
analyzed. Finally, at the contextual level, the linguistic findings are
correlated with the geopolitical circumstances of post-Turkmenchay
Iran and the Qajar court's strategy of crisis management.

4. Results and Discussion

The quantitative and qualitative analysis demonstrates that the letter
is constructed as a highly controlled linguistic instrument for
diplomatic de-escalation. At the lexical level, political semiotic codes
account for 52 percent of the total, representing the highest proportion
in the text and clearly reflecting the overriding need for diplomatic
reconciliation. Social etiquette codes account for 19 percent, while
religious codes constitute 17 percent. These categories contribute to
the reinforcement of diplomatic protocol, moral legitimacy, and the
ethics of peace.

The analysis of deictic elements further demonstrates that personal
deixis constitutes 50 percent of all deictic markers, indicating the
significance of relational hierarchy and ceremonious deference toward
the Russian Tsar. Spatial deixis accounts for 29 percent and serves to
delineate the geopolitical space of the two empires, whereas temporal
deixis, at 21 percent, situates the discourse within the immediate
historical context of the crisis. In terms of affective polarity,
negatively loaded terms comprise 59 percent of the vocabulary
associated with emotional expression. This distribution can be
attributed to the discourse of grief, regret, and crisis surrounding
Griboyedov's death. Positively loaded terms, comprising 41 percent,
are used primarily to praise the Russian monarch and reinforce mutual
goodwill.
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At the pragmatic level, speech acts play a decisive role in shaping the
diplomatic function of the text. Assertive acts account for 51 percent
of the total and are employed to narrate events, contextualize the
uprising, and discursively mitigate the Iranian government's direct
responsibility. Commissive acts constitute 25 percent and articulate
the Qajar court's commitment to peace treaties and previously
established obligations. Expressive and related acts account for 24
percent and function as vehicles for apology, condolence, and formal
conciliation. Moreover, the strategic alternation between positive
politeness, which emphasizes solidarity and goodwill, and negative
politeness, which preserves royal dignity and political autonomy,
enables the Qajar court to express apology and conciliation without
entirely relinquishing its sovereign prestige.

From a syntactic perspective, active constructions predominate,
accounting for 81 percent, while the indicative mood occurs in 60
percent of the relevant structures. These features contribute to
transparency, narrative stability, and the explicit representation of
agency in the effort to restore peaceful relations. By contrast, passive
constructions, which account for 19 percent, are used selectively when
referring to Griboyedov's death, thereby reducing the overt attribution
of institutional responsibility. The subjunctive mood, appearing in 27
percent of the relevant verbal structures, conveys hope, diplomatic
intention, and the desire for future harmony.

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

The critical stylistic analysis of Fath-Ali Shah's letter to Tsar Nicholas
I demonstrates that the text functions not merely as an ornate
diplomatic composition but also as an effective ideological and
political instrument. Qa'em-Magam Farahani strategically combines
political semiotics, assertive and commissive speech acts, and
calculated rhetorical devices to manage and de-escalate a highly
sensitive international crisis. This rhetorical architecture enabled the
Qajar court to articulate apology and conciliation while
simultaneously maintaining the symbolic dignity of the Iranian
monarchy. It also contributed to the broader diplomatic process
through which Iran sought to secure Russian acceptance of its apology
and avoid renewed military confrontation. The findings confirm that
monsha'at texts possess substantial ideological depth and can be
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systematically examined through the methodology of critical
stylistics.

For future research, a comparative stylistic analysis of this letter and
the internal correspondence exchanged between Abbas Mirza and
Qa'em-Magam during the same crisis is recommended. It would also
be fruitful to compare Qa'em-Magam's diplomatic rhetoric with
nineteenth-century Ottoman chancery prose in order to generate
broader insights into the linguistic and ideological structures of
Middle Eastern diplomatic discourse.
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