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Abstract In most definitions of the science of meanings ( 7/m al-Ma ‘ani) in early works

on rhetoric, the requirement of the rhetorical situation (igtida’ al-hal) holds a fundamental
position. The importance of the requirements of the situation in rhetoric is to the extent
that, according to Sakaki, the eloquence and inelegance of speech is determined by its
conformity or non-conformity with the requirements of the rhetorical situation. In recent
decades, there has been a growing trend in academic research to find parallels between
classical rhetorical theories and modern linguistic frameworks. Among these, Roman
Jacobsen’s theory of linguistic functions has received considerable attention, due to the
applicability of his views on language functions and their roles beyond the Western
context. However, it is necessary to bear in mind that the development of the rhetorical
tradition of the Islamic period does not have structural and content similarities with the
modern approaches of contemporary linguistics. The similarities between the two remain
at the same level of resemblance and do not extend to the realm of concepts and general
principles. Examining the most important views of on the requirements of the rhetorical
situation, the present article has endeavored to examine the possible compatibility or
conflict of traditional rhetoric with Jacobson's theory of linguistic functions. The findings
of this article indicate that there is difference in the philosophical foundations of Jacobsen's
communication model with the requirements of the situation in traditional rhetoric.
Without understanding this fundamental difference, claims of the similarity or overlap
between Jakobson’s theory and traditional rhetorical approaches would be unwarranted.
Despite some structural similarities between Jacobsen's communication model and the
requirements of the rhetorical situation, these structural similarities cannot be extended to
the general foundations of traditional rhetoric. Using Jacobsen's model of communication
to provide a precise and theoretically grounded interpretation of ancient texts based on
theory would not be particularly illuminating.
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1. Introduction and Objectives

In most classical definitions of the science of meanings (‘Ilm al-Ma‘an1) within
traditional Islamic rhetoric, the concept of requirements of the rhetorical situation
(igtida’ al-hal) holds a fundamental position. As noted by the scholar al-Sakkaki,
the eloquence or inelegance of speech is determined by its conformity or non-
conformity with this principle. In recent decades, there has been a growing trend
in academic research to find parallels between classical rhetorical theories and
modern linguistic frameworks. Among these, Roman Jakobson's theory of
linguistic functions has been particularly favored due to the applicability of his
views on language functions and their roles beyond the Western context. This has
led to numerous studies comparing classical literary texts and theories with
Jakobson's model. However, this article argues that such comparative efforts
often overlook profound philosophical and epistemological differences. The
primary objective of this study is to critically assess the feasibility of aligning the
core concept of 1qtida’ al-hal with Jakobson's communication model, aiming to
delineate where structural similarities end and fundamental contradictions begin.
2. Literature Review

The concept of iqtida’ al-hal involves a speaker's awareness and adaptation to the
entirety of circumstances surrounding the discourse—including the audience,
time, place, and social context—to achieve eloquence. The article traces this
concept through the works of major rhetoricians across different eras, from al-
Jahiz and Ibn Qutaybah to al-Jurjani, al-Sakkaki, al-Qazwini, and al-Taftazani.
Concurrently, the literature review covers Roman Jakobson's intellectual heritage,
from his role in the Russian Formalist movement and the Prague Linguistic Circle
to his development of the organon model adapted from Karl Bihler. Jakobson's
model identifies six constitutive factors of any communication process
(addresser, addressee, message, context, contact, code) and posits six
corresponding linguistic functions (emotive, conative, poetic, referential, phatic,
and metalingual). The review highlights the prevalence of research in Iran and the
Arab world that attempts to map traditional rhetorical concepts onto these modern
functions, often in the context of analyzing poetry and religious texts.

3. Materials and Methods

This study employs a qualitative, comparative-analytical methodology. The
primary material consists of classical Arabic and Persian works on rhetoric,
particularly those focusing on the science of meanings. The "methods" involve a
two-pronged analysis. First, a historical and conceptual analysis of iqtida’ al-hal
is conducted, breaking down its evolution across four distinct periods in Islamic
rhetorical history. Second, a systematic comparison is made between the elements
of this traditional concept and the six-factor model of Jakobson. This comparison
is conducted at both a structural level (identifying potential equivalents between
components) and a theoretical-philosophical level (assessing the underlying
assumptions of both frameworks). The method also involves a critical review of
existing secondary literature that attempts to synthesize the two traditions.

4. Findings

The findings reveal several significant points of divergence. The article identifies
that traditional rhetoric is primarily "extrinsic" or situational, heavily focusing on
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the speaker's personality, intentions, and social status, as well as the audience's
capacity for understanding. In contrast, Jakobson's model is intrinsic to the
communication process itself, focusing on the mechanics of how a message is
transmitted. While structural parallels exist—for instance, the traditional focus on
the speaker (mutakallim) and audience (mukhatab) loosely correspond to
Jakobson's "addresser” and "addressee"—the core concepts differ significantly.
The traditional "context" (maqam) is a more holistic and non-verbal concept than
the "context" (referential function) in Jakobson's model, encompassing social and
situational decorum beyond mere factual reference. Furthermore, the "poetic
function™ in Jakobson's model is just one of six, whereas in traditional rhetoric, a
certain level of poeticism and literariness is often a prerequisite for eloquent
speech itself. A critical finding is that the philosophical underpinnings are
fundamentally different: traditional rhetoric is normative and prescriptive, aiming
for effective persuasion, while Jakobson's model is descriptive, aiming to analyze
the structure of communication.
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Figure 1. "Organon model of language based on Karl Buhler's view", It visually
represents the triangular model of sign with its three functions (Expressive,
Representational, and Appellative).

Period Description

The Period of al-Jahiz and his From the 3rd to the 5th century AH
Followers (9th—11th century CE)

The Period of ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani From the 5th to the 7th century AH
and his Students (11th—13th century CE)

The Period of al-Sakkaki, al-Khatib al- From the 7th century AH (13th
Qazwini, and al-Taftazani century CE) onwards
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Period Description
The Period of the Commentators
(Sharh-writers) and Later From the 9th century AH (15th

Rhetoricians

century CE) onwards

Figure 2. "The course of periods of topics related to the requirements of the
situation in the history of Islamic rhetoric", It acts as a summary or timeline
chart of the evolution of the concept.

Comparative Equivalent in Related .. Elementin
. o S Jakobson's .
Explanation / Traditional Linguistic Definition Jakobson's
Critique Rhetoric Function Model
In traditional
rhetoric,
agfsrg::;?i tto the The speaker The sender of
personaity, (mutakallim), his . the message, Addresser
position, and Emotive
' : states and the source of  (Sender)
intention of the .
. intentions speech
speaker is a
prerequisite for
eloquence.
Audience-
orientation is
the situation (mukhatab), their . The addressee  Addressee
s _~. level of Conative .
(iqtida’ al-hal); . of the message (Receiver)
understanding and
sentence N
. their situation
structure is
contingent upon
it.
Traditional
rhetoric Eloguent speech
considers the (kalam baligh),
order and textual Poetic The content Message
structure of composition, the being sent g
speech as the manner of
foundation of  arranging speech
eloquence.
In traditional The context/mode
rhetoric, of speech (magam The external
"context/mode"  al-kalam), the Referential referent of the  Context

(magam) goes
beyond mere

occasion of
revelation (for

message
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external Quranic contexts),
reference. external context

An element less
explicitly stated Situational

but inferable context, the Th? .
from the spatial and . communication
atmosphere of  temporal Phatic c:;r;gﬁli,tthgf Contact
the gathering,  conditions of P exchanye
the type of speech g
address, etc.
Evident in S_,hargd .
- linguistic/cultural The language

rhetorical

. system, the . or shared
commentaries rinciples of Metalingual svstem of Code
and explanations P P ystem

syntax and encoding

of vocabulary. rhetoric

Table 1. "Comparative table of Jakobson's communication theory components
alongside fundamental concepts of traditional rhetoric (focusing on
‘requirements of the situation’)".

It maps the elements of the discourse process in traditional rhetoric onto
Jakobson's six functions and six elements (e.g., speaker -> emotive function,
audience -> conative function, etc.).

5. Discussion

The discussion section delves deeper into the implications of these findings. It
argues that the widespread attempts to find "similarities" are often superficial,
leading to erroneous generalizations. For instance, applying Jakobson's six
functions to analyze ancient poetry might generate interesting observations but
does not necessarily provide a "basic" or "foundational™ explanation of the text's
eloquence as understood by its original authors. The article posits that conflating
the two frameworks' results in a misunderstanding of both. Traditional rhetorical
analysis integrates the speaker, audience, and text in a way that modern
linguistics-with its focus on text and reader-often separates. The discussion
highlights that the relative lack of a systematic theoretical structure for iqtida’ al-
hal in classical sources does not mean it is a less sophisticated concept, but rather
that its application was context-dependent and aimed at the aesthetic and
persuasive success of the speech act, an objective not fully captured by a purely
structural model.

6. Conclusion and Suggestions

The article concludes that there is a fundamental conflict, rather than
compatibility, between the philosophical basis of traditional rhetoric's
requirements of the situation and Jakobson's functions of language. While
structural similarities can be superficially identified, they cannot be generalized
to the entire theoretical foundation. The detailed and foundational analysis of
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ancient texts using Jakobson's model is, therefore, not a productive academic
exercise. It is suggested that Jakobson's theories are more appropriately applied
to modern literary and linguistic studies. For future research, the article suggests
a more critical and cautious approach to comparative studies, focusing on
understanding each framework within its own historical and philosophical context
rather than forcing them into artificial alignment.
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