Corpus Stylistics of Conceptual Metaphors of Virtue
in the Shahnameh: A Lexical-Network Analysis of
Dad, Kherad, and Nam

Abstract

In the Shahnameh, virtue is shaped less through explicit moral instruction or
isolated ethical terms than through narrative action and the interaction of
character, judgment, and heroic conduct. Drawing on corpus stylisties and
Conceptual Metaphor Theory, this study examines the linguistic4and.nareative
organization of virtue through three key lexical items: dad “justiceforder,” kherad
“wisdom/discernment,” and nam “name/reputation.” The corpus consists of the
complete text of the Shahnameh. The data were analyzed through¥frequency lists,
collocation analysis, concordance lines, lexical clusters, and™manual filtering.
Formal or irrelevant occurrences were excluded,\Jeaving instances that
contributed to ethical, narrative, and metaphoricalseaning. The findings show
that dad, kherad, and nam do not function as separate Goncepts in the Shahnameh;
rather, through their co-occurrence and dhtetaction, they form a conceptual
network of virtue. Kherad is associated™~with discernment, clear-sightedness,
judgment, and the regulation of action, fokegrotinding the inward and cognitive
dimension of virtue. Dad carries this discernent into conduct, kingship, justice,
and social order, marking the bodndagy befween right and wrong. Nam shows that
ethical action in the world of%the"Shahnameh does not end at the moment of
performance, but continue$ through/onor, good reputation, collective memory,
and the lasting trace of«deeds. "Shared collocations further indicate that virtue is
linked to fields such‘as,sgul and spirit, the sacred, royal order, heroic action, and
collective memory. §his, semantic pattern moves the ethical reading of the
Shahnameh beyond scattered moral advice and shows that moral value is formed
in relation tolcharacter;narrative situation, and the social consequences of action.
From this perspective, virtue in the Shahnameh is not merely an individual trait,
but adinguistic and narrative process in which right discernment, just conduct,
and the ‘eontinuation of good name in collective memory form three
interdependent dimensions of a single value system.
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NamThe Lexical-Metaphorical Network of Virtue in the
Shahnameh: A Corpus-Stylistic Study of Dad, Kherad, and Nam
1. IntroductionFerdowsi’s Shahnameh does not present virtue only
through direct moral statements or explicitly ethical vocabulary.
Much of its ethical imagination is carried by repeated words,
collocational patterns, metaphorical images, and narrative situations
in which characters are judged, remembered, praised, or
condemned. As an epic shaped by inherited Iranian narrative
traditions, the Shahnameh preserves not only accounts of kings,
warriors, battles, and dynastic change, but also patterns of ethical
thinking embedded in language. Its moral world is”thetefore
inseparable from the lexical and narrative forms thegugh which
values are made visible.This study examines how\virtue is
linguistically and metaphorically organized .ifi the~Shahnameh
through three central lexical nodes: dad ‘4UStice/order,” kherad
“wisdom/discernment,” and nam ‘“name/reputation.” These words
were selected not merely because they o€curfrequently, but because
their concordance patterns, collocationsiyamd narrative functions
bring together three closely related ‘dimensions of ethical value.
Kherad is associated with discernnient, inward judgment, guidance,
and restraint. Dad gives ethical judgment a social and normative
form through justice, legitimate=rule, and the distinction between
right conduct and oppTession,/Nam points to the reputational and
memory-based consequerices of action: honor, good name, shame,
public judgment, and=the survival of deeds in collective memory.
The article therefore asks how these three words function across the
corpus, what semantic and narrative relations link their patterns of
use, and“which metaphorical structures become prominent in their
congcordance. lines. The aim is not to count metaphor types as an
independent finding, nor to treat metaphor as a decorative poetic
devieg,/ Rather, the analysis traces how repeated lexical
environments and metaphorical patterns contribute to a larger
network in which virtue is understood as a relation among
discernment, just action, and lasting reputation.2. Literature
ReviewConceptual Metaphor Theory provides the main theoretical
background for the study. Lakoff and Johnson (1980) argue that
many abstract concepts are understood through more concrete
domains of experience. Later work further developed the role of
embodiment, force, directionality, purity, balance, and self-control
in moral reasoning (Johnson, 1987; Lakoff & Johnson, 1999). In this



framework, moral concepts are not treated as purely abstract
propositions; they are shaped through patterns of bodily, spatial,
sensory, social, and cultural experience. Kdvecses (2010) also
shows that morality is frequently conceptualized through domains
such as strength, uprightness, light, purity, balance, and movement
along a path. Semino (2008) similarly emphasizes that metaphor
allows speakers and writers to speak, and often to think, about one
domain in terms of another.Studies of moral metaphor outside
Persian literature have examined, among other issues, the relation
between morality and purity. Zhong and Liljenquist (2006)s1n their
study of the Macbeth effect, showed that threats to moralSelfsimage
can increase mental accessibility to cleansing-related-con¢epts and
the desire for physical cleansing. Sekulak and Matiuszek”(2017)
further explored the metaphorical association betweenphysical and
moral purity in relation to both one’s own mefal, transgressions and
the immoral behavior of others. Such studies,are useful for the
present article not because they can be directly transferred to the
Shahnameh, but because they clarify’howsmeral evaluation may be
structured  through  embodigd™ “and "~ culturally  familiar
domains.Within Shahnameh studies,, several works have examined
conceptual metaphors relatedito power, kingship, war, anger, death,
justice, and ethical concepts. Mehseni-Gerdkuhi et al. (2020), for
example, discuss coneéptuahdemains in the Shahnameh, including
dad and bidad, though¥juStice is mainly considered in relation to
power and kingship/Seraj and Mahmoudi-Bakhtiari (2018) show
that moral concepts inrthe Shahnameh are often expressed through
concrete @SourCe._domains such as human beings, objects,
light/darkness, and up/down orientations. Mirhashemi and Sabbaghi
(2025)foeus specifically on kherad and identify mappings such as
WISDOM- IS AN OBJECT, WISDOM IS A LIVING BEING,
WISROM IS A CONTAINER, and WISDOM IS A PATH.3.
MethodologyThe study combines corpus stylistics with Conceptual
Metaphor Theory. The corpus consists of the complete Shahnameh,
based on an electronic version checked against Khaleghi-Motlagh’s
edition. It includes 49,609 couplets, 569,534 word tokens, and
17,782 word types. A frequency list was extracted using AntConc
4.3.1 (Anthony, 2024), and a threshold of f > 100 was used to
identify frequent lexical items relevant to virtue. The selection of
dad, kherad, and nam was based on distribution, semantic range,
collocational behavior, and relevance to the research questions. All



occurrences were examined through concordance lines. Manual
filtering was necessary: many instances of dad belong to verbal
constructions meaning “to give,” while some uses of nam refer to
naming rather than reputation or ethical memory. Collocation
analysis used an L5-R5 window, with f > 5 and LogDice > 6 as
thresholds. A pattern was treated as reliable only when supported by
frequency, meaningful collocation, recurrence in concordance lines,
contextual coherence, distinction from formulaic or grammatical
uses, and confirmation against Khaleghi-Motlagh’s edition.4.
Results and DiscussionThe analysis of dad shows that this word
occupies a central position in the ethical vocabulafy 'af the
Shahnameh, although not all its occurrences belong,te,thé domain
of virtue. After excluding purely verbal and fermulaiC uses,
collocates such as bidad “injustice/oppressiod, ydavar “judge,”
Yazdan “God,” khodavand “lord/God,” abad *presperous,” mehr
“affection,” bakhshesh “generosity,” and pand{ ‘advice” place dad
in relation to judgment, legitimacy, divide order, social stability, and
ethical conduct. The opposition between dad and bidad is especially
important because it presents justice net asian isolated moral quality,
but as the boundary between, erdemand disorder, rightful rule and
tyranny, human flourishing.and social breakdown.The metaphorical
patterns surrounding dadéteinforee this role. In some concordance
lines, dad appears as aTheasure for judging conduct: an action may
be evaluated as compatible*or incompatible with dad. Elsewhere, it
is linked to royal/degitimacy and the radiance of Kkingship,
suggesting that just rule makes authority visible and credible. In
other contéxts, dad/appears as something that must be supported or
protected, Which points to its vulnerability in a world threatened by
oppressionpgreed, haste, and violence. Through such patterns, dad
becomes the social and normative realization of virtue. It is the point
at whieh inward discernment must be translated into action,
judgment, rule, and responsibility toward others.The analysis of
kherad reveals a different but complementary dimension. Unlike
dad, which required extensive filtering because of its overlap with
the verb “to give,” kherad appears more consistently with cognitive,
inward, and ethical meanings. Its significant collocates include jan
“soul/life,” ravan “soul/spirit,” rahnamay “guide,” cheshm “eye,”
rowshan “bright,” danesh “knowledge,” andisheh “thought,” ray
“judgment/opinion,”  honar  “skill/virtue,” and  modara
“forbearance.” These patterns suggest that kherad is not merely



theoretical knowledge. It is a guiding, discerning, educable, and
restraining force. The concordance lines make this clearer. Kherad
is repeatedly associated with the heart, soul, seeing, guidance,
teaching, and resistance to destructive impulses. In lines where
wisdom is described as the “eye of the soul,” the relevant metaphor
is not ordinary physical sight, but inward and ethical vision. Other
examples represent wisdom as a guide, an inner judge, or a teacher
that must be cultivated. Against this positive field stand images of
haste, deception, desire, sleep, darkness, and covered eyes. When
kherad “falls asleep” or its “eyes” are covered, the resulf is not
merely lack of knowledge; it is failure of judgment and “€thical
perception. In this sense, kherad provides the cognitive and inward
ground of virtue: it enables seeing, weighing, ‘choosing, and
restraining action before it enters the social wogld¥The-third word,
nam, brings into view a dimension of virtuedhat hasTeceived less
focused attention in metaphor-based studies ofithe Shahnameh. Its
occurrences are semantically diverse<£Some refer to naming or
identification, but many others point to reputation, honor, shame,
public recognition, and the survival of'action in memory. Significant
collocates include nang ‘“honer/shame;” nik “good,” bad “bad,”
mand “remained,” bemand\ “remained,” zendeh “alive,” avaz
“renown,” giti “world,” Andmardi “manliness/heroic virtue.” The
expression nam o nafig requites special care: in Persian poetic
usage, as noted by-RanesShpazhooh (2011) and Khaleghi-Motlagh,
nang in this compound.does not always function as the opposite of
nam; it may tefer\torhonor, dignity, and reputation.The patterns
surrounding namsshow that ethical value in the Shahnameh does not
end with\the moment of action. A deed may become attached to
one’s nameyremain after death, circulate in the world, or turn into
either 'good name or bad reputation. Collocations such as “name and
treasure,” “name and throne,” and “name and fame” place nam near
material and political forms of value. Yet the logic of the epic often
presents nam as more durable than wealth, power, or even life. From
this perspective, nam functions as symbolic capital: its value is not
limited to immediate recognition, but is stabilized through the
memory of later generations and the continuing renown of deeds.
The shared-collocation analysis confirms that dad, kherad, and nam
should not be read as three merely adjacent ethical terms. They
participate in overlapping fields that include the inner self, soul,
judgment, guidance, divine order, kingship, heroic conduct,



reputation, and collective memory. Their relationship may be
described as a movement from discernment to action and from
action to remembrance. Kherad opens the possibility of right
judgment; dad gives that judgment a social and normative form;
nam records the value of the action in reputation and narrative
memory. This does not mean that the epic presents a rigid moral
formula. Rather, the corpus shows a repeated pattern in which inner
wisdom, just conduct, and remembered honor become mutually
dependent.5. ConclusionThis study has shown that virtue in the
Shahnameh is organized through a lexical-metaphorical setwork
centered on dad, kherad, and nam. The first major finding concerns
the distribution and semantic behavior of the three wokds.\Kherad is
linked with discernment, inward vision, guidancej, restraint, and
educability. Dad is tied to judgment, justice/legitimaCy, social
order, and the opposition to oppression. Nam.g¢artics,th€ reputational
and memory-based force of ethical action, conngcting conduct with
honor, shame, renown, and survival 40 collective memory. The
second finding concerns the relatiog’among the three words. They
do not simply represent separate ethical.concepts. Their collocations
and concordance patterns suggest aswider network in which virtue
moves from judgment to action and from action to remembered
value. A virtuous persomiinxthe=Shahnameh is not only one who
knows or judges rightlytheljudgment must be realized through just
conduct and then becomes=meaningful in the social and narrative
life of the name, Thexthird finding concerns metaphor. The study
identified patternstinywhich virtue is understood through domains
such as vigion,“path, light, foundation, strength, symbolic capital,
and memorial continuity. These patterns do not matter merely as
categOries=of metaphor; they clarify how the epic links ethics with
kingship,y-heroism, social evaluation, and narrative memory.
Through them, moral value becomes visible, actionable, and
transmissible. The study also suggests that corpus stylistics can
contribute to the study of classical Persian literature by combining
guantitative evidence with close contextual interpretation.
Frequency, collocation, and concordance analysis helped identify
repeated patterns across the whole text, while manual filtering and
poetic-contextual reading allowed the analysis to distinguish
meaningful ethical uses from formal or conventional
ones.Keywords: conceptual metaphor; corpus stylistics; dad,;
kherad; nam; Shahnameh; virtue.ReferencesAfshar, 1. (2011).
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