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Abstract One of the lesser known, yet creative, poetic styles that was relatively

widespread in the 11th and 12th centuries AH (16th and 17th centuries CE) is the
Tazriq style. This style has attracted the attention of some researchers because of
its striking features such as linguistic and rhetorical stylistic deviance,
unconventional compounds, and its apparent meaninglessness. Due to its
departure from conventional poetic norms, many scholars have regarded Tazriq
as light, unpleasant, and nonsensical, describing it as a form of humor, literary
playfulness, or parody. This study aims to categorize and analyze the
contemporary researches and evaluate whether they are consistent with historical-
literary sources and with the corpus of Tazrig poems. In addition, it offers a re-
definition of the concepts of meaningfulness and meaninglessness in Tazriq
poetry. The findings indicate that the Tazriq poems neither necessarily exhibit
correct syntactic structure nor merely aim at playfulness. Furthermore, despite its
frequent stylistic deviances — which leads to the assumption of meaninglessness
— Tazriq poetry can largely make sense in relation to certain norms within its

contemporary historical and cultural contexts.
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1. Introduction

The Tazriq style is one of the creative yet lesser-known styles of
Persian poetry that flourished from the 10th century to the mid-11th
century AH (16 to 17 cent. CE). This style, with its prominent
features such as linguistic-rhetorical stylistic deviance, the creation
of unconventional compounds, and apparent meaninglessness, has
consistently attracted the attention of researchers. Nevertheless,
many scholars have deemed it insipid and nonsensical due to its
deviation from conventional poetic norms, introducing it as a form
of satire, literary diversion, or parody (Akhavan Sales, 2011; Akhut,
1992; Shafiiun, 2009; Zarrinkoub, 2013). In existing research,
Tazriq poetry has often been analyzed based on presuppositions
about meaning, and few attempts have been made to reinterpret it
within the framework of its internal characteristics. This issue has
left the position of this poetic genre in contemporary critical
discourse ambiguous, leading to misinterpretations.

The main objectives of the present study are to classify, analyze,
and critically evaluate the research findings of contemporary
scholars on Tazriq poetry and to assess their consistency with
historical-literary sources and the surviving poems of Tazrig poets.
Furthermore, this article seeks to redefine the concepts of meaning
and meaninglessness in Tazriq poetry, demonstrating that what has
conventionally been regarded as meaningless is in many cases the
result of deliberate stylistic deviance and linguistic play, deriving its
meaning from the specific historical-cultural context of the time of
composition. Accordingly, the main research questions are: First,
how is Tazriq poetry defined and explained in contemporary critical
discourse? Second, what factors underlie the characterization of the
Tazrig poems as meaningless, and to what extent can this judgment
be reconsidered in light of textual evidence and historical context?
2. Literature Review
Studies related to Tazriq poetry can be categorized into two groups:
books and articles. Among books, Tarbiyat (1935) in
Danishmandan-e Azerbaijan introduced Tazrig as a rhetorical
device and a light insubstantial style. Zarrinkoub (1984) considered
Tazriq a form of folk poetry intended for entertainment, and Akhut
(1992) in Neshaneshenasi-e Motayebe introduced it as a type of
satirical poetry. Akhavan Sales (1995) in Naghizeh va Naghizeh-
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Sazan described Tazrig as meaningless yet parodic, while Zarghani
(2011), relying on the number of verses, distinguished between
Tazriq poetry and sheer nonsense. Fotuhi (2016) in Sad Sal-e
Eshgh-e Majazi critically reviewed previous opinions and
emphasized the inaccuracy of attributing sound syntax to the Tazriq
poems.

In the domain of articles, Khorramshahi (1998) termed Tazriq
poetry meaning-within-meaning and considered it to possess
unfamiliar and unexpected meanings. Shafiiun (2009; 2010; 2011)
published several articles on the background of the term, its features,
and a comparative study of Tazriq and nonsense verse in the West.
Farahani and Fuladi (2014) examined the contexts for the
emergence of Tazrig and compared it with Dadaism. Elhami and
Rezaei-Kalateh (2017) studied the similarities and differences
between Dadaism and Tazrig. Zamani and Rezaei (2020)
investigated the reasons for the prevalence of Tazriq in Otuznameh,
and Askari et al. (2024) analyzed the stylistic features of Tazrig in
the poetry of Fuqi Yazdi.

3. Methodology

This research was conducted using the meta-analysis method, based
on library sources. Meta-analysis was employed as a systematic
approach for gathering, classifying, interpreting, and critically
reviewing previous studies. The data for the present study were
collected by extracting the core perspectives of contemporary
researchers and then categorizing them into seven main axes:
deviation from poetic principles, content characteristics, linguistic
characteristics, entertainment and diversion, satire, parody, and
meaninglessness. The validity of the research was ensured by
referring to primary historical-literary sources such as Tohfeh-ye
Sami, Nafayes al-Ma'aser, and Maqalat al-Sho'ara, as well as
surviving poems of Tazriq poets. For data analysis, the views of
researchers were comparatively assessed against each other, and
each perspective was measured against textual and historical
evidence to determine its consistency or inconsistency.

4. Results and Discussion

The findings of this research indicate that many prevalent views on
Tazriq poetry are inconsistent with textual and historical evidence.
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Regarding the axis of deviation from poetic principles, Tarbiyat
(1935) evaluated Tazrig based on standards predating the Indian
Style, whereas the literary characteristics of each period are distinct,
and works cannot be assessed by a single fixed criterion.
Concerning the linguistic features axis, contrary to the opinion of
most researchers (Akhut, 1992; Shafiiun, 2009; Farahani & Fuladi,
2014), who consider Tazriq poetry to have sound syntax, examples
from the poems of Tarzi Afshar, Mehri Arab, and Seyyed Ameli
demonstrate that Tazriq poets deliberately deviated from
morphological and syntactic rules (Fotuhi, 2016). Regarding the
entertainment and diversion axis, Shafiiun's (2010) view that Tazriq
is a form of poetic clowning contradicts the critical-social themes in
the poetry of Fuqi Yazdi, who identifies himself as a Tazriq poet
and alludes to profound themes (Fuqgi Yazdi, 1826). Regarding the
satire and parody axes, Akhut (1992) and Akhavan Sales (2010)
have attributed critical functions to Tazrig, but this perspective
conflicts with the characterization of the Tazrig poems as
meaningless, since parody and satire are themselves forms of
meaning-making.

In the present study, to demonstrate the meaningfulness of
theTazriq poems, we analyzed the works of six Tazriq poets
(Ardabili, Biyarjamandi, Torbati, Simai-e Mashhadi, Nasrpuri, and
Fugi Yazdi) who were identified as Tazriq poets in tazkiras
(biographical anthologies). The analyses reveal that what
researchers have labeled as meaninglessness is in fact either the
result of novel and unconventional linguistic combinations or due
to deviation from established rhetorical norms. Additionally, some
of these seemingly unconventional combinations were later adopted
and popularized in the works of later poets (such as Hazin Lahiji),
indicating what was once deemed meaningless in a particular period
was not inherently devoid of meaning, but rather inconsistent with
the norms prevalent at that time.

5. Conclusion

A systematic review of researchers' views on Tazriq poetry reveals
that each of the criteria proposed for defining this style suffers from
theoretical inconsistencies and conflicts with textual-historical
evidence:

ez ez bobed =) F o0 (il o p0dd Jlo — OLKan 5 (5 St sl



1y yoleo S Sa9% 38 G105 mb Julowild

1. Deviation from poetic principles: Tarbiyat's definition of
Tazrig poetry is based on an overly broad and non-distinctive
criterion. Due to its wide scope, this definition includes many poets
of the Indian Style, while historical-literary sources have not
identified these poets as Tazriq poets. Thus, his proposed criterion
lacks the necessary precision to distinguish Tazriq from other poetic
movements.

2. Ethical functionalism: Akhavan Sales' approach to evaluating
Tazriq poetry is based on a limited, functionalist criterion that
reduces the value of poetry solely to social, mystical, and didactic
messaging. This perspective, due to its broad applicability, not only
places Tazriq poetry but also other forms of non-serious poetry
(such as satire, lampoon, and culinary poems) incorrectly within the
domain of this style, whereas in the historical-literary tradition,
these works have always been distinguished from Tazriq. Therefore,
his proposed criterion lacks the precision and comprehensiveness
needed to delineate the boundaries of Tazriq style.

3. Sound syntax: Some researchers (Akhut, 1992; Shafiiun,
2009; Farahani & Fuladi, 2014) have considered Tazriq poetry to
have sound syntactic structure, but this criterion conflicts with
surviving examples of Tazrig poems, such as those of Tarzi Afshar
and Mehri Arab (Fotuhi, 2016, p. 116). Consequently, if sound
syntax is regarded as a characteristic of Tazriq poetry, a significant
portion of poems recorded as Tazriq in historical sources would be
excluded from this style's domain.

4. Entertainment and diversion: A group of researchers
(Shafiiun, 2010) have introduced Tazriq poetry as a form of poetic
diversion and literary clowning. This perspective faces two
fundamental problems: first, the term diversion (tafannon) in the
Persian literary tradition has mostly meant innovation, stylistic
variety, and poetic skill (Daneshpajouh, 2001, p. 8), and cannot be
equated with mere entertainment; second, many Tazrig poems, such
as Fugi Yazdi's works in Otuznameh, contain critical-social themes,
and if Tazriq is reduced to mere entertainment, these critical poems
would fall outside its definition.

5. Meaninglessness vs. satire/parody: Finally, the most
significant theoretical contradiction in this area is the
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incompatibility between meaninglessness and the characterization
of the Tazrig poems as satire or parody. On the one hand, most
researchers have considered Tazriq poetry devoid of meaning, and
on the other, they have regarded it as a form of satire and parody in
literary and social criticism. These two approaches are
contradictory, since satire and parody, as established modes of
critical literature, are inherently meaning-making processes.
Therefore, if Tazriqg is regarded as a parody challenging dominant
discourses, we cannot label it meaningless, because these poems,
beneath their unconventional and seemingly disordered structures,
were composed precisely to generate new meanings and critique
literary-social norms.
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