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Abstract Based on a poetic reference in Maniichehri Damghani’s Divan, most
lexicographers have included "Lasakavi" as an entry in their dictionaries, defining
it — with slight variations in pronunciation —as a small, melodious bird. However,
noting its appearance in the Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar, scholars have recently concluded
that the term must have been a technical designation for a specific type of poetry
with a special meter. With access to a newly edited version of Manuchehri’s
Divan, an alternative reading of the relevant verse, and two existing examples of
Lasakavi, it can now be hypothesized as follows: 1. The correct pronunciation
was Lasakavi (ss5Y) . 2. It referred to a poetic form consisting of two lines
(abyat), composed not in standard Persian (Dar1) but in one of its dialects, most
likely Tabari (Mazandarani). 3. Its rhyme scheme resembled that of the ruba‘i
(quatrain), and its meter was similar but not identical to the ruba‘i, as it did not
strictly follow quantitative prosody (‘ariiz). This study employs a historical-

analytical research method.
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1. Introduction

Due to the appearance of the word "Lasakavi" in a verse from
a mosammat poem by Maniichehri Damghani (d. 1040),
lexicographers from the time of Borhan-e Qate (1651) to the
present have included this word in their entries. They have recorded
its pronunciation with minor variations and, based on the context of
"Lasakav1" within the verse, have considered it to be a type of small,
melodious bird. Maniichehri's verse is cited as follows:

Khul tanbiire-ye kityt zanad o Lasakavi // Az derakhtt be derakhti
shavad o gityad: 'ah

(Khal: the crested lark; here functioning as the subject of the first
and second hemistich)

However, after the lithograph printing of Me ‘var al-Ash ‘ar in
1902 CE, Iranians once again encountered "Lasakavi," this time
where Khaje Nasir al-Din Tasi (d. 1274) mentions it alongside
the Khosravaniyyat and attributes to it a certain meter — though not
a true meter (wazn-e hagqiqi). From the text of Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar, it
becomes clear that it was a type of poetry.

2. Literature Review

Although based on the text of Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar, scholars familiar
with this work in the recent century realized that Lasakavi was, in
any case, a type of poetry, due to the scarcity of sources, they
obtained nothing more of Lasakavi than what had been briefly
mentioned in Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar and the same gloss by Najm al-
Dowlah. No independent research was undertaken on this subject,
and occasionally, references to Lasakavi were made in passing
within other discussions. The most significant of these are as
follows:

- Mehdi Akhavan-Sales has a short article titled "Khosravant and
Lasakavi" (1960 CE), in which he merely states that Lasakavi, like
Khosravani, was a type of ancient poetry.

- Among prosodists, only Abbas Mahyar, together with his student,
in an article titled "Introduction and Examination of Two Persian
Prosody Treatises in the Safine-ye Tabriz" published in the journal
Bahar-e Sokhan (2010 CE), addressed Lasakavi due to its
appearance in two prosody manuscripts of the Safine-ye Tabriz.
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They attempted to mention some characteristics for this type of
meter, although no substantially new insight was offered.

- What has brought renewed attention to Lasakavi is the discovery
of two examples of this poetic form, both dating from the 6th
century AH (12th century CE). By examining these two examples,
some of the possible features of Lasakavi can be discerned.

- Meysam Mohammadi, in a brief article titled "Tabari do-bayti in
Ibn Farrukhan's Al-Ibda fi al- ‘Arid" (2024 CE), published on his
Telegram channel, has attempted to extract the characteristics of
Lasakavi based on this evidence, except that Lasakavi has not been
examined from a prosodic perspective.

3. Methodology

This research is based on an analytical approach grounded in
historical method, and the science of prosody has been employed to
arrive at the possible characteristics of Lasakavi.

4. Results and Discussion

The issues addressed in this article regarding Lasakavi are as
follows:

First: Regarding the determination of the correct Pronunciation of
Lasakavi, on the one hand, dictionaries have been consulted, and on
the other hand, the various recordings of this word in the
manuscripts of Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar have been utilized. Furthermore,
this term has been examined from the perspective of prosody and
rhyme in the verse by Mantichehri.

Second: Its lexical meaning, based on what is stated in al-/bda ‘, and
its technical meaning, based on Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar and other sources,
has been introduced as a type of poetry or musical melody. Of
course, based on the extant examples of Lasakavi, one can be certain
that Lasakavi was a type of composition (poem).

Third: Fortunately, two examples of Lasakavi are currently
available, in both of which this name is explicitly mentioned. Both
sources date from the 6th century AH (12th century CE), and the
text of both books is in Arabic: Khalq al-/nsan by Bayan al-Haqq
NeyshabiurT (d. 521 AH) and al-Ibda * fi al- ‘Ariid by Ibn Farrukhan
Kashanit (d. second half of the 6th century AH). Although both
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pieces of evidence are significant, since the second book is on the
science of prosody, its author has mentioned important prosodic
points regarding the Lasakavi quoted in the book, rendering it of
extraordinary importance. This is presented below:
IS STt SUS AL A SR e
sl by s o s oY ) 031 33 a5 053 o
falak raja-én kuja siyaw u ispé- ‘e / ¢e kerdome ke har ¢e siyaw-e me-
‘e
andoh do e b€ har do andoh ravi-‘e / ham lasak avi ham wis u wil
ave-‘e
Translation of the two verses:
1. The colorful firmament, which is black and white / What have I
done that everything black belongs to me?
2. If there are two sorrows, both sorrows are heavy (literally: fat) /
Both the garment is wasted, and the temperament and the spirit are
wasted (i.e., | am both bereft of wealth and property, and my body
and soul are wretched and ailing).
5. Conclusion
Based on the discussions presented, relying on various sources and
particularly on the two extant witnesses of Lasakavi, especially Ibn
Farrukhan's book al-/bda‘ fi al- ‘Arid, the following results are
obtained:
- According to the majority of dictionaries, the manuscripts of
Me ‘yar al-Ash ‘ar, the poetic witness of Mantuchehri, and most
importantly the book al-7bda " fi al- ‘Ariid, the pronunciation of the

word is Lasakavi (with the O+ and &S both bearing a fatha:
"lasakavi"), and the pronunciation Laskily is by no means correct.

- It has been determined that the word Lasakavi, lexically, originally
has a Tabari (Mazandarani) root, meaning "wasted garment," and
that it denoted a type of poetry. In al-Ibda ", no reference is made to
any other meaning, whether the name of a bird or a musical mode.
However, based on Manuchehri's poetry, it was the name of a bird,
and based on the book Samak-e ‘Ayyar, it was the name of a melody
or musical mode.

- Furthermore, based on these two poetic witnesses and the
explanations of Ibn Farrukhan Kashani, the following general
conclusion can be cautiously drawn: that Lasakavi was a
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composition (poem) with the following characteristics:

- It was a poem consisting of two lines (four hemistiches).

- It was not composed in Dari Persian; even if it was not exclusive
to the Tabari dialect, it was at least composed in the Tabari dialect
as well.

- It was of the vernacular ruba‘1 (ruba‘i-ye malhiin) type, whose
rhyme scheme resembled that of the ruba‘l, with the first, second,
and fourth hemistiches sharing the same rhyme. It stood in the
transitional phase of the ruba‘1 from folk (vernacular) to eloquent
(standard) and from accentual (syllabic) meter to quantitative meter,
to the extent that Ibn Farrukhan scanned it as a ruba ‘1 in the pattern:

mustaf ilu mustaf‘ilu mustaf ilu mus (Cr Jaditos Jadilis (Jadks ).
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